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mon-sense. Ferdinand espoused his mother's side in the quar-
rel, disregarded the prohibition against coriesponding with
her, and when his instructors, the brotheis Loronzim, were
most cruelly consigned to permanent impiisonment in the
dungeons of Volterra for supporting him, threw off his father's;
authority altogether, and became the centre of a band of
well-born young men whose avowed object was to assert
themselves in opposition to the monastical atmosphere of the
court, to favour music, art, and literature, and to contend
against all hypocrisy and dissimulation This society became
immensely popular, all the young scions of the leading Floi -
entine families pressing to join it in their detestation of the
rule of the ecclesiastics favoured by Cosimo and his mother,
while the society was soon still further strengthened by being
joined by Cosimo ?s younger brother, Francesco Maria, who
was only three years older than his nephew Ferdinand. On
his uncle Leopold's death Francesco Maria had been made a
cardinal at the age of fifteen, but had no taste foi the
ecclesiastical life. Thus the family was divided into two par-
ties, on the one side the bigoted Cosimo and his still more
bigoted mother Vittoria, and on the other his brother Fian-
cesco Maria and eldest son Ferdinand, with the Grand
Duchess Marguerite Louise watching from a distance and
encouraging the latter party.

But the concourse of youthful spirits led by Prince Ferdi-
nand soon, in their revolt from hypocrisy and a monkish stylo
of life, went further than merely favouring music, art, and
literature, and developed a taste for pleasure and intemper-
ance which nullified all their good intentions and gave Cosimo
an opportunity for applying a thoroughly characteristic
remedy. A rigorous family inspection, with a searching in-
vestigation into every detail of private habits, was instituted,
carried out by friars; and this developed into a regular system
of espionage and persecution, which soon put down any ten-
dency to gaiety and pleasure, and made the opponents of
dissimulation and hypocrisy themselves practise these means